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1. In the original project for the 1947 budgot, as presented by ths Hinistry of
Public Works, there was an iten of IIS 5,000 for the survey of the Port of
latakia. In the final tudget pirject, presented by the govermment snd wied
by Pariisment, this item was replaced by one of LIS 105,000 for & survey of
the entirs Syrian littoral, in order to decide upon the location of a future
port for Syria.

2. Tois change was effectad through the efforts of Ryad 'Abd al-Riszaq, deputy
Srom Tartus. When the originsl budget was proposad, he shrewdly refrained
from campaigning direcily for Tartus &8 the site of the future Syrism port,
and advocatad & thorsugh and impartial survey of all possible locations on
the Syrian coast. He instigated a barrage of letters and telograms from all
parts of Syris, dcmrndiig that the government establish a port of Syria in
tue inlavest of &1l Syria, and not a port of Latakia in the sole intersst of
that town. Hg publicly stated that Uajor Holt, the Alexander Gibb and Company
xpert vho wrote a two-page Teuport endorsing Latakda, had spent only five
duys Grare and hed visited no other site., iAbd-al-Rizzaq headed off delegations
froa Latakia %o the Fresident and Priwe Kinister, by adopiing a disintarestsd
attituds of concern for the genssral wellare, and 50 shamed these officials
i noguieSoices Finally, tAbd a&l-Hizsaq swmg his six votes in Parliament
rmay fron ¥halld sl--'Asm {Hinister of National Economy and Justice in the
Johrd Cobinet) 2t the Hima of the governmemtal vote of confidence, and gave

thet o the government, with the changs in the budget, as glvem in paragraph
1 ghovs, as his »rice. .
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u.% !a! aal I a.u-!.g* 3zag 13 nod only deputy from Tartus, but Mayor of that

$own s} the largest landowner in Tartus and vicinity. He has from
s begioning been a relentless foe of the port of Latakla plen.
His advocacy of Tartua as the port of Syria is partly founded om his
dasirs Zor the aggrandipanent of his own and his town's fortunes,
bt 45 also based op sound oonsideration of ths public benefit,
Tartue ad viclnity offer all the adventagses which Latakia has not:
£ good dbepewatar anciorags, shslbered by The island of Arwads &
centyal location on Hhe cossty easy access to rvad and rail
facilitins o Central Syria via ths fows gapj and, the most
TadAvnatepesue tareines in Svria for the Arabisn-American pipeline.
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